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428 Reviews of Books 

A book of this size devoted to so large a subject naturally partakes 
of the character of a series of summaries. The really remarkable 
thing is the ability with which the author has managed to make it a 
great deal more than a book of summaries. A second difficulty, due 
to the same cause as the first, lies in the inability of anyone to tell the 
exact truth because of the impossibility of telling the whole truth. 
Here again, Miss Chambers has succeeded beyond what could fairly be 
■expected. Her expositions are not only clear but usually they are 
adequate and accurate. 

In the first chapter we have an excellent discussion of the nature of 
the English constitution and also of the historians of the early con- 
stitutional period. The author is herself a disciple of the new Teutonic 
school, whose masters are Maitland and Vinogradoff . It may be that the 
impression one gets that this chapter and the two immediately succeeding 
ones are superior to the remainder is due to the method of treatment 
in the case of the later chapters. Here the topical method is used, the 
history of each institution being taken up separately for the entire 
period of its existence. This leads to some repetition. It seems to 
me that the method of dividing the history up into separate periods and 
treating fully of all the constitutional elements in one period before 
going on to the next is a better method. 

There should be a selected bibliography appended to a book of this 
kind, especially as it seems to be intended for use as a text in schools. 

Ralph C. H. Catterall. 

A Child's Guide to American History. By Henry William Elson. 
{New York, The Baker and Taylor Company, 1909, pp. 364.) In this 
volume the author has done much the same service (for elementary 
history) that he performed when he prepared his Side-Lights on 
American History. There is no effort to present the material as con- 
nected and organized history. The aim has been to discuss certain 
great events and characters, to relate incidents and adventures not 
found in the ordinary text-book. 

The scope of the book which is evidently intended to add life to the 
history lessons in the higher grammar school grades may be seen from 
the following chapter headings: How Europe found America (11.) ; Ex- 
ploring the New World (in.) ; the First Settlers (iv.) ; a Long Struggle 
for a Continent (vi.) ; the Panama Canal (xxii.). Not all of the 
chapter introductions are as intelligible, however, and one is a bit 
surprised to discover under Odds and Ends (xii.), brief sketches of 
Albert Gallatin, Dolly Madison, the Clay-Randolph duel, and S. F. B. 
Morse. The descriptions of Jennie Lind, Louis Kossuth, Lewis Cass, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Franklin Pierce, and Salmon P. Chase might 
also be more appropriately grouped than under the title, a Batch of 
Biographies (xv.). 



Text-Books 429 

While it is probable that no two persons would agree on the selections 
suitable for such a volume, there seems to be a lack of proper proportion 
in giving two pages to Ponce de Leon and scarcely honorable mention 
to Magellan; in giving seven pages to the story of Regina Hartman and 
only six pages to the remainder of the French and Indian War; and 
thirty pages to the Revolution with not a word on the march of George 
Rogers Clark and the contest for the control of the Middle West. 

The stories are usually well told. Particularly worthy of com- 
mendation are those on the Settlement of the Ohio Valley (x.) and 
Means of Transportation (xii.). There are sixteen full-page colored 
illustrations and the make-up of the book is otherwise attractive. It 
will be a useful supplementary reader but its usableness is greatly 
lessened through the omission of an index. 

J. A. J. 



